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BOOK REVIEWS 251 

International Incidents for Discussion in Conversation Classes. L. Op- 
penheim, M. A. LL. D. Cambridge: University Press. 1909. xi, 
129 pp. 

In the introductory paragraphs of the preface to his modest collection, 
Professor Oppenheim states the origin, purpose and limitation of this 
interesting little work : 

For many years, he says, I have pursued the practice of holding conversation 
classes following my lectures on international law. The chief characteristic of 
these classes is the discussion of international incidents as they occur in every- 
day life. I did not formerly possess any collection, but brought before the class 
such incidents as had occurred during the preceding week. Of late I have found 
it more useful to preserve a record of some of these incidents and to add to this 
nucleus a small number of typical cases from the past as well as some problem 
cases, which were invented for the purpose of drawing the attention of the class 
to certain salient points of international law. 

As I was often asked by my students and others to. bring out a collection of 
incidents suitable for discussion, and as the printing of such a little book frees 
me from the necessity of dictating the eases to my students, I have, although 
somewhat reluctantly, made up my mind to publish the present collection. 

The present reviewer has followed a somewhat similar method in the 
class-room and has spent a few minutes in each hour in informal dis- 
cussion of various incidents taken from the current press. He has there- 
fore read Professor Oppenheim's collection with the greatest of interest, 
and while a few of the incidents are old friends somewhat disguised, 
most of the cases are new, in the sense that they have occurred within 
the past few years, and actual, in the sense that they have been the sub- 
ject of discussion in the press, while others would seem to be modelled 
upon actual incidents. Whatever their origin, they are all interesting 
and valuable, and there can be no doubt that the collection will serve a 
very useful purpose in the class-room, especially if international law is 
taught by the lecture or text-book system. 

Professor Oppenheim has printed the text on writing paper and on 
one side of the page, so that ample space is left either for additional 
cases or for the annotation of the student. Some of the incidents are 
difficult and for their solution require no inconsiderable knowledge of 
international law, which in itself is a recommendation. Professor Oppen- 
heim has wisely refrained from notes, annotations, or suggestions, so 
that the student is forced to rely upon his own knowledge and ingenuity. 
The collection, consisting of 100 incidents, is as useful as it is unpre- 
tentious and deserving of praise. 

James Beown Scott. 



